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Information Budget: A Definition

“The term information budget refers to a financial management tool used 
to manage all income and expenditure attributable to the publishing and 
reception of literature at a research performing organization.”

Pampel, Heinz (2022): From Library Budget to Information Budget: Fostering Transparency 
in the Transformation Towards Open Access. Insights 35(8). http://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.576
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Information Budget: Variety of Income
“As part of the organization’s budget, the information budget enables the 
management of all financial resources for services and products of scientific 
information. Depending on a research institution’s profile, these financial 
resources can consist of the library budget, third-party funded OA publication 
funds, publication grants in third-party funded projects and publication funds in 
organizational units like departments or sections of a university or laboratory.” 

Pampel (2022)
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Information Budget: Variety of Expenditure
1) Expenditure on subscriptions
2) Expenditure on publication fees for gold OA
3) Publication fee expenditures for hybrid options
4) Expenditure on publication fees for closed access
5) Expenditures for licensing of illustrations
6) Expenses for consortial OA infrastructures
7) Expenses for local OA infrastructures
“This list – extensive while perhaps not exhaustive – illustrates the complexity of 
the costs incurred by research institutions for scholarly information.”

Pampel (2022)
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Information Budget: Variety of Expenditure
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Information Budget: Variety of Expenditure
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Information Budget: Variety of Expenditure
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Variety of Expenditure: The Jülich Case in 2021
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Variety of Expenditure: The Jülich Case (Share < 1%)
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BPCs: 0 % 
Full Text Databases: 0 %
Green OA internal: 0%



Variety of Income: Library
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Own resources Third-party funding
Acquisitions This is how the bulk of acquisition 

expenditure is financed.
Examples include specialist information 
services operated by the library and prepaid 
consortium licences for an entire 
consortium.

Publications The general rule for publication fees paid 
by the library.

Example: funding within the framework of 
the DFG Open Access Publication Funding 
programme.

Other budget 
sources

The general rule for financing expenditure 
from the second tier of the information 
budget model.

Third-party funding is used to finance 
expenditure from the second tier of the 
information budget model in particular, e.g. 
financing a library catalogue from consortial 
funds.



Variety of Income: Faculty
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Own resources Third-party funding
Acquisitions Used in cases where third-party funding 

is unavailable and the library does not 
cover the costs. Generally, this is institute 
libraries’ main source of funding.

Used when available and in cases where 
the library does not cover the costs. Often 
relates to material costs for “literature” in 
third-party projects.

Publications Used in cases where third-party funding 
is unavailable (at least for this cost type) 
and the library does not cover the costs. 
Often involves hybrid OA fees “in the 
wild” and publication charges for closed 
access publications.

Used when available and in cases where 
the library does not cover the costs. Often 
involves hybrid OA fees “in the wild” and 
publication charges for closed access 
publications.



Variety of Income: The Jülich Case in 2021
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Library, third-party funding, acquisitions: 0.02 %
Library, third-party funding, publications: 0 %
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